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ISRAEL SCENE
 

ISRAELI SOLDIERS SPARK FEARS, SHIFT DEBATE WITH PROTESTS
 
 

Michael Ben-Ari of the hard-line National Union Party holds a certificate that honors Israeli soldiers who refused to evacuate the Jewish settlement of Homesh in the West Bank, Nov. 11, 2009. (Miriam Alster / FLASH90 / JTA

Top Israeli political and military leaders are increasingly worried about several recent incidents involving soldiers publicly declaring their refusal to evacuate Jewish settlers from the West Bank.  
The incidents involved soldiers in the Kfir Brigade, which serves mainly in the West Bank and incorporates a sizable number of religious soldiers from Jewish settlements.
 

First, in late October, during a swearing-in ceremony at the Western Wall, two new Israeli army recruits raised a banner declaring that their battalion would not participate in the removal of squatters from Homesh, a settlement evacuated once before and to which would-be settlers keep returning in defiance of Israeli army orders to stay away. Reservists from their battalion backed the recruits with the argument that the army's business was to defend the country and its people, not to evacuate settlers. 
--Leslie Susser, JTA
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------
DESPITE US PRESSURE, GILO NEIGHBORHOOD IN EAST JERUSALEM TO EXPAND
 

 On the backdrop of the new American demand to freeze construction in the Jerusalem neighborhood of Gilo, the regional committee for planning and construction on Tuesday approved a motion to expand Gilo and south Jerusalem and build 900 new housing units in the neighborhood.
 

"The fact that the United States is against this or not is not a factor," one of the committee members told Ynet. "According to what is accepted at the moment, this territory belongs to Jerusalem and to Israel, and thus the Israeli planning and construction law applies to it and the committee must discuss the plan."
He stressed, however, that this was only the beginning of a long bureaucratic process. -- Ronen Medzini, Ynet
 

Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------
PEACE IN ARABIC 
It’s not that I get tired of listening to Jewish speakers. More often than not, they motivate and inspire me. Whether I agree with them or not, there’s a familiarity, a connection. I learn from my people and I embrace their diversity. 
But no matter how diverse, it’s still the same Jewish tent.

That’s why it was so fascinating the other night to listen to someone who describes himself as an Israeli-Arab-Muslim-Palestinian. His look, his dress, his accent and body language all felt different. His mother’s “large clan,” he said, lives in Ramallah, where he visits almost every day from his home in Jerusalem. I could easily imagine him drinking tea and eating hummus with them. 
The man was Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh, and he spoke at the home of Steve and Rita Emerson in Westwood. 
Toameh has been reporting on Arab affairs for close to 30 years, for both Jewish and Arabic media. There’s a quiet nonchalance about him, an old-school Middle Eastern dignity. Even when he says something familiar, it sounds different coming from him. 
-- David Suissa, Jewish Journal
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------

 

THE "CRIME" OF PRAYING WITH A TALLIT, AND A PLEA FOR TOLERANCE


 

 

Illegal Prayer: Nofrat Frenkel (right), the author,
reading from the Torah. 
Courtesy of Women of the Wall


Prayer at the Kotel is so different from private prayer at home, or from communal prayer at the synagogue. It is a mixed creation: I am in a communal place, with many worshippers, but not even one voice can be heard. Just soft murmurings, choked crying, mute requests.
“God stands in the congregation of God” (Psalms 82) but it appears that God is not alone in this holy place. There is also hatred and contempt, arrogance and argument. At least that is what I experienced when I prayed in the women’s section wearing my tallit.
The response of the “righteous women of the Kotel” to my donning a tallit never delayed in coming: every Rosh Hodesh I could expect a different type of “blessing.” Curses in Hebrew and Yiddish, venomous treatment toward me and my tallit, and speculation regarding my gender and religion: “A man in the women’s section!” “He’s not even Jewish!” “Perhaps she’s dressed up for Purim?” 
I tried not to hear. I tried to concentrate on my prayers and to pray to God “who blesses His people Israel with love” that He should bless His people with the love of man for His fellow man. How can I pray for the building of the Temple when the people are not ready for it? When someone performing a biblical mitzvah is derided and ridiculed? 
-- Nofrat Frenkel, The Forward
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------

 

MASORTI SPECIAL NEEDS BNAI MITZVAH PROGRAM
 

This YouTube video highlights the Masorti Special Needs Bnai Mitzvah Program on its tenth anniversary.
 

 

Click here to this YouTube video.
 

-----------------------------------------------------

 

 
ISRAEL IS LEADER IN BUSINESS INNOVATION
 

 
 

In this YouTube video, Dan Senor, co-author of "Start-up Nation: The Story of Israel's Economic Miracle," discusses with CNBC how Israel has managed to become a leader in business innovation.

Click here to view the video.
 

-----------------------------------------------------

 

 

“And They Shall Meditate Upon Them Day and Night” -- The Blossoming of the Masorti Women’s Study Day

 

With all the emphasis today on egalitarianism, it is hard for many to understand why there should be any “women’s only” events in our Masorti Movement.  Yet the Masorti Women’s Study Day, celebrating its tenth year, still finds a valid and warm place in the hearts of more than 500 women, who continue to take time off from work, rearrange their days and travel great distances to attend at least one of the three Regional Study Day events in the North, South or Central regions in February as well as the National Study Day held in Jerusalem each June. Classes are given primarily by female faculty of The Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies.

            

This unique seminar in Hebrew, English, Russian and Spanish formats brings sheer joy, knowledge and empowerment to women of many ages, sharing their experiences in the framework of Jewish text study. A very special aspect of the Masorti Women’s Study Days is that “we” have created a community of women from the Masorti kehilot through the study day itself and the 90-member committee, representing 40 kehilot that meets four times a year to plan a theme around which we base our 20-plus classes.

 

This year our theme was “Our Bodies Ourselves--Jewish Women Explore Well- Being.” It spanned Halacha, with Rabbi David Golinkin, Healthy Eating, Body Image, and Laughter Yoga. One class about the Mikveh attracted more than thirty women ages 20-75 to hear Rabbi Miriam Berkowitz, author of “Taking the Plunge.” Another, session by Prof. Julie Cwikel, Ben Gurion University, Dept of Women’s Health, ”Everyone’s Caretaker But Your Own” struck a familiar chord among the women,

 

The Masorti Women’s Study Day, under the guidance of Prof Alice Shalvi, is run by Women’s League for Conservative Judaism,  working jointly with The Schechter Institute for Jewish Studies and The Masorti Movement. For more information, visit wleague@masorti.org  -- Diane Friedgut, Director of Masorti Women’s Study Days

 

-----------------------------------------------------

U.S. SCENE
 

 U.S., RUSSIA CALL FOR IRAN TO ACCEPT NUCLEAR DEAL
Both President Obama and Russian leader Dmitry Medvedev said Sunday they are losing patience with Iran and want a commitment that would ease fears the Iranians are developing nuclear weapons.  

After an hour-long meeting here, the two leaders warned they won't wait much longer for Iran to accept a proposal that would resolve the dispute through diplomatic means.

If Iran is defiant, Obama said, "the alternative would be an approach that would involve increasing pressure on Iran to meet its international obligations.'' 

Following the meeting, a White House official told reporters that Obama and Medvedev discussed possible sanctions that would be imposed if Iran refuses to comply. 
-- Peter Nicholas, LA Times

 Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------

 

 

KING ABDDULLAH URGES AMERICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS TO SUPPORT THE PEACE PROCESS 
 

 

Their Majesties King Abdullah II and Queen Rania meet with AJCongress President Richard S. Gordon and Co-Executive Directors Matthew Mark Horn and Marc D. Stern in Amman at the Royal Court
 

His Majesty King Abdullah on Tuesday urged American Jewish organisations to support international efforts to attain peace that guarantees the rights of the Palestinians, especially for an independent state.
 The envisioned peace settlement, he said, should also guarantee Israel’s security in accordance with the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative, which, he said, provides an unprecedented opportunity to bring about comprehensive peace between Israel and all Arab and Muslim countries that support the initiative.

King Abdullah made his remarks at a meeting with a delegation from the American Jewish Congress in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Rania.

At the meeting, discussions covered steps to be taken to overcome obstacles against launching effective and serious Palestinian-Israeli talks to resolve the conflict based on the two-state solution as soon as possible.

King Abdullah said bringing about peace is a strategic interest for the region and the world. He said peace requires intensive international action to create a suitable environment for peacemaking that leads eventually to regional prosperity and development. 

At the meeting, the King warned that wasting the opportunity at hand to realise a comprehensive peace will cast doubt on the feasibility of the peace process and will cause more tension and conflict in the region, depriving its peoples from living in peace and thus affect the entire globe. -- American Jewish Congress, quoting Jordan times

 

-----------------------------------------------------

 

CANADA SCENE
 

 

CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS WELCOMES PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
TO STATE IMMUNITY ACT
 

 

Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) today commends the Hon. Irwin Cotler and his all-party co-sponsors, Scott Reid, Francine Lalonde and Paul Dewar, on the tabling of legislation to provide a made-in-Canada civil remedy to victims of torture, genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity committed abroad.  The bill would amend the State Immunity Act to provide Canadian victims the right to launch civil suits against foreign states and foreign officials responsible for perpetrating these horrors.
 

   CJC CEO Bernie M. Farber stated, "This legislation is a logical companion to an earlier bill aimed at ending foreign state immunity from the jurisdiction of Canadian courts for acts of terrorism.  This all-party bill sends an important message that Canada is committed to ending the culture of impunity for foreign states and officials involved in acts of torture and the commission of genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.  The time has come to provide Canadian victims with legal remedies to achieve some measure of justice and compensation directly from those most responsible for the heinous acts that they have endured.  We welcome the all-party cooperation that is behind this bill and hope that it will move through the legislative process as expeditiously as possible." -- Canadian Jewish Congress
 

-----------------------------------------------------

 

JEWISH SCENE 

 

  REQUIEM FOR PEOPLEHOOD
"It never even occurred to me that the Jews were a people." I had just finished speaking on Shabbat morning at a traditional shul on Long Island. The talk had been about the nation-state and its roots in the Book of Genesis. Along the way, I'd made some comments about the changing nature of American Jewish life today, and the much-reduced role that peoplehood now plays in American Jews' sense of self.
After services, someone told me that members of the liberal synagogue across the street had come to hear the talk. Ouch. I'd been rather direct about the dangers of liberal American Judaism's diminishing the role of peoplehood in Jewish life, and worried that I might have offended the visitors.
 But it turns out that they were more intrigued than anything else.
One woman said that the idea that the Jews were a people had never occurred to her. Another person remarked that peoplehood was an interesting idea, but warned that if Jews are a people, "... you're going to cut 40% of my congregation out of the picture."
Almost without our noticing, American Jewish life is being dramatically redefined. Especially among the young and the liberal, American Judaism is being recreated in the model of American Protestantism. -- Rabbi Daniel Gordis, Jerusalem Post
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------

COSTCO TO SELL TORAHS

 

The retail giant Costco will sell a special edition of the Torah.

"The Illustrated Torah," published by Gefen Publishing House of Jerusalem in conjunction with The Studio in Old Jaffa and the Jewish Publication Society of New York, will be on sale starting later this month at select stores throughout the United States.

 

“Because many Jewish and Christian consumers do not have access to a local Jewish bookstore or even a synagogue Judaica shop, having ‘The Illustrated Torah’ at Costco offers a much broader opportunity for this title to be picked up," said Neal Warnick of the Seattle-based Wholesale Solutions, which brokered the deal. "It deserves to be in Costco. They know their membership base and have therefore chosen it to reach those consumers who otherwise may not have the opportunity to consider it for purchase." -- JTA

----------------------------------------------------- 
NOT FOR OURSELVES
The story was heart-warming, but instructive in an unexpected way. Jewish families gathered on a Sunday in a warehouse to pack boxes of pasta, canned vegetables and other food supplies and deliver them to needy residents in their region. Parents brought their children to reinforce the message of helping others. A brief dvar Torah was offered, to reinforce another message, that this was not just charity, it was tzedekah, a Jewish expression of communal commitment.
One problem: Deep into the story, as it was written in a community newspaper, we learned that when a certain family tried to deliver their boxes to residents of a federation-owned housing project, almost no one was at home to receive them.
 

The fact that the mission was not accomplished, that the needy were not served, was an afterthought in this classic presentation of a Jewish service activity.
 

Obviously, it is difficult to criticize these well-intentioned behaviors. All of us who have ever dragged our children to food warehouses and soup kitchens, park clean-ups and nursing home visits, try to model a kind of citizenship that is essential to maintaining American civic life. More and more, service activities are also regarded as a powerful tool to shore up Jewish identity and values, especially for a generation accustomed to bar mitzvah projects, high school service programs and the kavod they receive for trying to do good in the world. -- The Forward
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------

JEWISH SUPPORT FOR ISRAELI-ARAB CAUSES GOES MAINSTREAM,
IRKING SOME
When the Reform movement passed a resolution endorsing advocacy for Israeli Arabs, it wasn’t the first time an American Jewish group had backed the cause of Israeli-Arab equality.
In recent years, a growing number of American Jews have thrown their support toward Israeli-Arab causes, including civil rights and advocacy organizations, women's empowerment courses, student-exchange programs and even film festivals.
 

More than 80 Jewish groups belong to the Inter-Agency Task Force on Israeli-Arab Issues, which works on behalf of equal treatment of Israeli Arabs and Jews.
 

The Jewish federations’ Venture Fund for Jewish and Arab Equality and Shared Society, a mix of 21 private family foundations, federations and philanthropists, has raised more than $1 million for Israeli-Arab causes since its launch in 2007. And in 2006, the Jewish Agency for Israel announced it would invest in projects benefiting Israeli Arabs, scrapping a policy, in place since its founding in 1922, of exclusively helping Jewish causes. -- JTA
Click here to view the entire article.
-----------------------------------------------------
  WORLD SCENE
 

FOR JEWS, ROILING YEMEN NO LONGER PLACE TO CALL HOME 
OLD COMMUNITY UNDER SIEGE
 

 

The last remaining Jews in Yemen are vanishing, driven out by politics, war and hatred. Once numbering 60,000, one of the oldest Jewish populations in the Arab world now has fewer than 350 members.

 

In recent months, persecution by Islamist extremists has intensified, accelerating Jews' flight from Yemen. Many are heading to the United States. With the help of the U.S. government and U.S.-based Jewish organizations, 57 Yemeni Jews have been resettled in New York since July. At least 38 are expected to arrive soon and many more are eligible, American officials said. Others are seeking refuge in Israel and Europe.

 

In the capital, Sanaa, 65 Jews who fled their northern villages are living in a government compound under heavy security. Last week, police arrested two men suspected of planning to assassinate the community's rabbi, according to Yemeni news reports. -- Sudarsan Raghavan, Washington Post Foreign Service

Click here to view the entire article. 

 -----------------------------------------------------
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