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Sisterhood in-
stalled its new board 
members last month.  
Mari Barkhausen 
and Sharon Valen-
tine are the new 
presidents.  If you 
have questions 
about Sisterhood, 
feel free to ask them!  
We had a wonderful 
meeting with a lot of 
business covered.  
This year we voted 
for the synagogue 
gift, and asked the 
board to select one 
of three options.  
They chose new 
chairs for the sanctu-
ary – ones similar to 
the chairs on the 
back rows now.  
When you notice 
fewer metal chairs 

during High Holiday 
Services, think of 
how many ways Sis-
terhood works to 
support our congre-
gation.  Thank you to 
everyone who sup-
ported our fundrais-
ers and gift shop to 
make this donation 
possible. 

Ellie Holgate will 
be hosting our sum-
mer social, and she 
mentioned another 
pool party.  More de-
tails are to follow. 

Sisterhood re-
ceived a letter asking 
for donations to sup-
port Jewish chap-
lains in the US mili-
tary.  They asked 
that we support their 
efforts in making 
Jewish holidays nice 
for the Jewish troops 
by providing things 

like matzah for Pass-
over and other Jew-
ish ritual items to our 
soldiers.  If you’re 
interested in donat-
ing to this cause, talk 
to Andrea Levine for 
details. 

Sisterhood will be 
leading Friday and 
Saturday services on 
July 2 and 3 while 
Rabbi Federow is on 
vacation.  We’ll also 
host the oneg, and 
food donations will 
be most appreciated.  
We have most parts 
of the service open, 
so if you’ll be in town 
that weekend and 
would like any part – 
English or Hebrew – 
please contact 
Sharon Valentine at 
832-880-8165 or e-
mail her at 

(see Sisterhood on page 2) 

SHARO� VALE�TI�E 

MARI BARKHAUSE� 

Rabbi Federow would like the congrega-
tion to read the confirmation speeches of 
the class of 2010.  Speeches begin on 
page 8. 

RABBI STUART FEDEROW 
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Notice Notice Notice Notice     

regarding donationsregarding donationsregarding donationsregarding donations    
 

The synagogue appreciates 

that our congregants wish to 

donate items to us, but we 

are requesting that you con-

tact the office PRIOR to 

dropping off any items.  

Once a description of the 

items that you wish to donate 

is given to the office, the of-

fice will contact you if we 

have a use for the donation.  

If we do not have a use for 

the items, we suggest that 

you donate them to another 

organization or charity. 

 

Thank you, 

Stuart Bank 

Facilities Trustee 

Men's Club wrapped up an-
other successful year with our 
annual banquet at Baba's Grill. 
Everyone enjoyed the dinner 
and congratulations to the raffle 
winners!  Please remember to 
send in your annual dues ($36) 
to the synagogue office - we 
use these funds to put on the 
many great programs you have 
come to expect at CSH - like 
our Purim Carnival and End of 
the Year School Picnic. 

The highlight of the banquet 
was the announcement of Jeff 
Lipschuetz and Ben Holgate as 
men of the year - congrats to 
both of you - well de-
served.  We will be holding our 
last bagel sales in July and Au-
gust and that will end our bagel 
sales at Shaar Hasha-
lom.  Thanks to Joe Ringer and 
Rex Hemme for their years of 
service coordinating our bagel 
sales.  Stay tuned for new fund-
raisers and social events in the 
coming 2010-2011 year.   

Men’s club news 
RO� ZAGULI 

ME�’S CLUB PRESIDE�T 

ayeahfah@earthlink.net. 
The Sisterhood garage sale 

will be held on Sunday, July 
18th from 8am – 3pm this year.  
If you have donations, please 
drop them off at the synagogue 
in the designated classroom 
during regular business hours.  
As usual, we need volunteers 
to help set up on Thursday be-
fore the sale starting at 6pm, to 

advertise the sale to your 
friends, family and co-workers, 
and to work the sale on the 18.  
If you have any questions or 
need to drop off donations after 
office hours, contact Sharon.  
Thank you to Monet Gedzah 
for chairing this important sum-
mer fundraiser. 

Have a safe and wonderful 
summer. 

(Sisterhood, continued from page 1) 

Membership has been busy 
updating and redesigning our 
membership packet docu-
ments.  We are very excited to 
say that all packets have been 
picked up by visitors or 
guests.  We are looking forward 
to receiving completed packets 
and are ready to welcome new 

members.  Please remember to 
let us know of any friends or 
other individuals interested in 
CSH. 

In the June Shofar,  we asked 
for more participation in the 
sponsoring of our onegs.  We 
are still hoping that some of you 
will step forward and perform 
this mitzvah, either individually 
or with a friend.  Please contact 
Gayle Mink or Crystal in the 

synagogue office to find out how 
easy and special sponsoring our 
onegs can be. 

We are continuing to be avail-
able as our congregation mem-
bers need us.  Please let us 
know if we can help in anyway. 

Looking forward to seeing 
you at Shabbat services and 
other activities within the con-
gregation.  

Membership announcements 
RISA STEI� A�D HELE�E RI�GER 

MEMBERSHIP TRUSTEES 
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Volunteers needed for  
Randalls pickup 

 
 

Are you available to do a mitzvah 
once a month on a Friday morning?  
We are looking for additional help to 
pick up baked goods from Randalls 
and bring them to the synagogue 
and food pantries around Clear 
Lake.  If you can help out, please 
contact Gayle Mink at 281-218-
8685 or oneg@shaarhashalom.org. 

BirthdaysBirthdays  

AnniversariesAnniversaries  
Michael & Katy Izygon 7/2 

Mark & Kari Sokolow 7/4 

Calvin & Betty Wolff 7/4 

Howard & Bobbi Better 7/5 

Arthur & Maxene Mandell 7/7 

Jerry & Sharon Mendelson 7/8 

Rex & Amira Hemme 7/11 

David & Nancy Cohen 7/16 

Jeff & Barbara Lipschuetz 7/20 

Mark & Tracy Manusov 7/21 

Hope Taub & Michael Karnilaw 7/21 

Boris & Ida Berezin 7/22 

Mel & Shirley Safer 7/28 

Pia Greenberg & Tom Niemczura 7/30 

Emma Ayles 7/31 

Zachary Gultz 7/1 

Tom Niemczura 7/2 

David Rosenthal 7/3 

Judith Meer 7/4 

Amy Shore 7/5 

Lauri Coppock 7/6 

Shirley Kay 7/6 

Rachel Muncrief 7/7 

Annie Cohen 7/8 

Cooper Illyes 7/8 

Debra Kitmacher 7/10 

Jordan L. Koronet 7/10 

Macie Illyes 7/11 

Leslie Schwanke 7/13 

Alexander Jacob Freedkin 7/14 

Daniel Gellman 7/14 

Harrison Muncrief 7/14 

Elaine Ackel 7/15 

Steven Guss 7/15 

Jordana Hoffman 7/15 

Ron Allon 7/16 

Lila Ghetzler 7/16 

Daniel Burke Moeller 7/16 

Nancy Weiss 7/17 

Remington Elliott 7/18 

Dylan Shane McGuire 7/20 

Nicole Moss 7/20 

Martin Nusynowitz 7/21 

Carlos Simonson Orellana 7/21 

Troy Eastin 7/22 

Florence Cohen 7/23 

Robin Haseltine 7/23 

Karen Weiss 7/23 

Laura J. Belles 7/24 

Paul Nesrsta 7/25 

George Macke 7/27 

Rachel Ruth Weinstein 7/27 

Jan Coppersmith 7/28 

Marc Newman 7/29 

Rex Hemme 7/30 
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Minnie Klein, grandmother of Wendy Kane 
 
Barbara Muney, cousin of Hope Taub 
 
Sylvia Sherry, grandmother of Jamie Moss 
 
Deborah Platt Miller, daughter of Sam & Nancy Platt 
 
Meyer Strum, father of Helen Crupain 
 
Jeffrey L. Adatto, brother of Nancy Weiss 
 
Pearl Goodman, mother of Michael Wolfe 
 
Harry Rachlin, grandfather of Robert Markowitz 
 
Samuel Rosenbaum, father of Judith Gibbs 
 
Jaquelyn Coppock, mother of Jay Coppock 
 
Lisa Federow, wife of Rabbi Stuart Federow 
 
Harris Klapper, father of Avril Suckow 
 
Nathan Stein, father of Harvey Stein 
 
Catherine Hopman, mother of Kenneth Hopman 
 

Ida Orenstein, mother of Sydney Orenstein 
 
Marcel Ghetzler, father of Leslie Ghetzler  
 
Lee Robinson, father of Julie Robinson  
 
Roselin Ottenheimer, mother of Debbi Gultz 
 
Eli Mani, uncle of Michael Izygon 
 
Beatrice Stein, mother of Harvey Stein 
 
Sally Rosen, mother of Isaac Rosen 
 
Roy Sheffield, father of Susan Nusynowitz  
 
Calvin Dickinson, uncle of Nancy Dickinson 
 
Albert Valentine, father of Sharon Valentine 
 
Maxine Cohen, mother of Nancy Cohen  
 
Sherry Moss, mother of Jamie Moss  
 
Sheldon Luber, brother of Gayle Mink 

YahrzeitsYahrzeits  

Please call the synagogue office 
if you find errors on this page. 

 
The office administrator is 

happy to  
correct to the database. 

Visit the Congregation Shaar Hashalom 
Web site at www.shaarhashalom.org 

Library News 
Thank you to Ida Diamond for her gift of 

Moment magazine and to Phyllis Greenspan 
for her gift of the Jewish Herald Voice to the 
synagogue library. Your quick response to the 
Rabbi's special request is appreciated by 
many!  

Correction to last month’s story about the 
Library: Nancy Platt generously donated her 
time to work in the Library sorting and shelv-
ing books. Thank you Nancy, and please ac-
cept my apology.  
 
Hedy Wolpa  
Librarian 
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Prayer Book Fund 
 

Building Fund 
Sam and Nancy Platt, in memory of Deborah Platt Miller 
David and Nancy Cohen, in memory of Maxine Adelson 
 Cohen 
 

Religious School Fund 
Julie Robinson and Neil Davidson, in honor of Sharon Polt 
f or her great work teaching children 
 

Torah Restoration Fund 
Julie Robinson and Neil Davidson, in memory of Lee Rob-
inson 
George Rosen, in memory of Morris Rosen 
 

Library Fund 
Leslie Ghetzler, in memory of Marcel Ghetzler 
 

Adult Education Fund 
Rabbi Gordon and Sharon Fuller, in honor of all the years 
of dedicated leadership to CSH Sisterhood and Brother-
hood by their children, Eliana and Ben Holgate 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Youth Group Fund 
Sharon Rosenthal, in honor of the Confirmation of Ashleigh 
 Calcote, Doug Coppock, Ashton Hoffman, Jake  
 Kornblau, Shelby Lipschuetz, David Manusov, and 
 Peri Newman 
Isaac and Ellen Rosen, in memory of Sally Rosen 
 

General Fund 
Sharon and Mitchell Polt, in memory of Sylvia Green 
Susan and Martin Nusynowitz, in memory of Milton Savitch 
 

Capital Improvements 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Sharon Rosenthal, in honor of Ross Lambert’s  
 Bar Mitzvah Project 
Molly Rovick, in memory of Leon H. Rovick 
Susan Nusynowitz, in  memory of Roy Sheffield 
 
President’s Discretionary Fund 

Lisa Federow Memorial Fund 

Playground Fund 

Musical Shabbat Fund 

DonationsDonations   
Congregation Shaar Hashalom acknowledges the following generous donations received during the past month: 

I would like to donate $_________________  
 
To Fund:   
____Adult Education   ____General    ____Prayer Book 
____Building    ____Library    ____President’s Discretionary 
____Capital Improvement ____Religious School & Playground ____Rabbi’s Discretionary 
____Cemetery   ____Lisa Federow Memorial  ____Torah Restoration 
         ____Youth Group 
Donors Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of: _________________________________ In memory of:________________________________ 
(other reason)____________________________________________________________________________ 
Send Notification to:___________________________ Address:____________________________________ 

Congregation Shaar Hashalom gratefully accepts all donations. 
Please use the following form to help us direct your conribution. 
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CO�GREGATIO� SHAAR HASHALOM 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 5771 (2010) SERVICES  

SELICHOT 

Service     Sat. Sept 4 10:30 PM  

ROSH HASHA�AH- First Day (Assigned Seating) 

Erev .     Wed Sept  8 8:00 PM 

Morning    Thur Sept  9 9:00 AM 

Tashlich (Bay Area Park) Thur Sept 9  4:00 PM  

ROSH HASHA�AH- Second Day 

Erev      Thur Sept 9 8:00 PM 

Morning    Fri Sept  10 9:00 AM  

YOM KIPPUR  

Kol Nidre (assigned seats) Fri Sept  17 7:15 PM 

Morning (assigned seats)  Sat Sept  18 9:00 AM 

Yizkor (assigned seats)  Sat Sept  18 11:30 PM 

Mincha     Sat Sept  18 5:30 PM 

Shofar & Break Fast  Sat Sept  18 Sunset 

SUKKOT 

Family Service    Fri    Sept 24 7:00 PM 

Sukkah Walk    Sun Sept 26 Afternoon 

Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor) Thur Sept 30  8:00 AM 

SIMCHAT TORAH 

Evening Service   Thur Sept 30 7:00 PM 

Children’s Service & Baby Sitting   

( 1st Day Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 

       Younger Children Service                   9:30 AM 

       Older Children Service                       10:30 AM 
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High Holy Days Seat Signup Information 
 
 
Members Seat Signup Information 

• Members must be in good standing with dues paid through the first quarter (July-Sept. ’10).  To check you dues 
status contact Jerry Mendelson-Financial Secretary. 

• A member may signup for one additional family provided that both families are in good standing. 
• Members may get seats for out of town guests, and immediate family members (that are not members of CSH) 

provided fees listed below are paid. 
• If you cannot get seats at any of the seat signups listed below, please contact Jerry Mendelson by August 8 to 

verify your dues status.  Let him know the number of seats that you need and he will pass on the information to 
the seat signup committee. These seats will be assigned after the seat signup dates listed below. 

• Please fill out the Registration Information Form included in this mailing and bring it with you to seat signup.  
Blank forms will be available at seat signup. 

 
Member Only Seat Signup Dates (at the Synagogue) 
 Early Seat Signup ($18/seat fee) Sun.  Aug 1, 2010 9:00- 11:00 AM 
 First Regular Seat Signup  Wed. Aug. 4, 2010   7:00- 9:00 PM 
 
Member and Non-member Seat Signup Date (at the Synagogue) 
 Second Regular Seat Signup Sun.   Aug 8, 2010    9:30- 10:30 AM 
 
Non-member Fees 
 CSH Member’s adult immediate family members  $36/person 
  (Parents, siblings, grandparents and working adult children) 
 CSH Member’s out of town guests    $50/person 
 Non-members who have moved into area since May ’10 No charge 
 Full time College Students (if living out of town)             No charge 
 US Military Active Duty personnel     No charge 

Members in good standing with other Congregations            No charge  
                                                                                                               with letter of reference 
 Out of town business visitors     $100/person 
 Non-members not covered above               $175/person 
                    $450/family  
General Information  

If you have any questions email cschwanke@earthlink.net , contact the synagogue office or Leonard Levine / 
Carl Schwanke Ritual Co-VPs. 
Rosh Hashanah will start Wednesday evening Sept. 8. 

 Allen Juris (from Chicago) will provide cantorial support for our services. 
 
High Holiday Dates for 2010: 
Rosh Hashanah – Thursday and Friday, September 9 and 10 
Yom Kippur – Saturday, September 18 
Sukkot – Saturday, September 25 
Shmini Atzeret – Thursday, September 30 
Simchat Torah – Thursday night, September 30 
 
Note: The Jewish calendar date begins at sundown the night before. Thus, all holiday observances begin the night before the dates 

referenced above.  
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The Shofar is published monthly by Congregation Shaar Hashalom. 
CSH is a conservative synagogue affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. 

 
16020 El Camino Real 

Houston, TX 77062-4414 
(281) 488-5861 

csh@shaarhashalom.org 
 

To submit electronic copy, e-mail Erin Moeller at shofar@shaarhashalom.org.  Typed or neatly written 
copy may also be left in the Shofar mailbox at the synagogue during office hours  

(Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.). 

Oneg sponsorshipOneg sponsorship  
 

To sponsor an oneg in honor of a special occasion or family member, go to www.shaarhashalom.org/oneg/.  Select a 
date and an oneg coordinator will contact you with information outlining your options and responsibilities.  There are 
many open weekends throughout the year.  E-mail oneg@shaarhashalom.org or call oneg coordinator Gayle Mink at 
(281) 218-8685 to reserve a date. 
 
Congregation Shaar Hashalom would like to thank Hadassah and the 2010 confirmation class for sponsoring onegs in 
June. 

Confirmation speechesConfirmation speeches  
Ashleigh Calcote 

 
Since I found out about confirma-

tion approximately 7 years ago, I have 
been looking forward to it. Not neces-
sarily this day, but confirmation class. I 
mean, how many of us would love to 
spend one day a week studying under 
someone we consider to be our hero 
and how many of us actually get to do 
it? I was one of the lucky ones who 
did. Starting back at my brother’s bar 
mitzvah, I gained a love for Judaism, 
our congregation, and our rabbi. I was 
only 8 years old at the time of his Bar 
Mitzvah, but my brother, Kyle, asked 
me to lead tzadik katamar during Fri-
day night and Saturday morning ser-
vices. The Rabbi OKed this...all though 
saying that if I messed it up he would-
n’t let someone as young as I do this 
again. That whole year, I trained for my 
brother’s bar mitzvah alongside him 
and when the day came, I got up on 
the Bema and did the prayer...and I 
THINK I did pretty ok at it. Several 
years later arrived the date of my Bat 
Mitzvah and rabbi approached me, 

asking me to do an extra part of nish-
mat kol hi...a part I still do when I at-
tend Saturday morning services. All of 
these tiny things which may not seem 
important to one’s life, played a major 
role in mine. Putting that little amount 
of faith in me to lead a prayer which 
isn’t normally done, or to allow your 
little sister to play a part on your spe-
cial day means a lot and these are the 
reasons I find myself so in love with 
Judaism. 

Throughout this year, I found my-
self delving into Judaism. I wrote a 19 
paragraph research paper on some of 
the more controversial points of Juda-
ism. Coming to class on Wednesday to 
learn more about our faith was some-
thing I looked forward to every week. 
Throughout this year, our Hebrew 
school class got closer than ever be-
fore and friendships were made which 
will hopefully last a lifetime. Something 
I absolutely love about being Jewish, is 
that it feels like a community and 
sometimes even a home. And the 
place I tend to feel most at home is at 
a USY convention. Yes, I know they 

might not sound like a whole lot of fun, 
because when people think about con-
vention, they think all we do is pray. 
What we don’t realize is the sense of-
belonging we receive when we are 
surrounded by hundreds of teenage 
Jews just like us. We do pray, it is a 
Jewish convention after all, but we also 
get to meet some of THE most amaz-
ing people, watch graduating seniors 
make absolute fools of themselves, go 
on secret spy missions with your best 
friend, and while doing all of this gain-
ing a sense of belonging and pride. So 
I encourage you, if you are a 6th 
through 12th grader, please come to a 
convention and see what it is all about. 
I promise you won’t regret it. I am ex-
tremely proud of being Jewish, and it is 
not something I plan on chang-
ing...ever.  

As stated earlier, my love for Juda-
ism isn’t something which magically 
appeared inside of me one day, it was 
brought on by those surrounding me. 
First, I would like to thank my family. 
My mom and dad for supporting me 

(see Ashleigh on page 9) 
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throughout my life, especially this year 
while watching me go stir crazy on this 
paper. Also my brother, I have told you 
this before, but I don’t know where I 
would be without you, and now you 
know the role you have played in my 
life concerning our religion. Really, 
most of my interest is due to you ask-
ing me to lead that prayer. To my 
friends- I wish I could name all of you 
but I just want to thank you for being 
there for me . . . even though I am a bit 
crazy and talk with my hands a lot, the 
fact that you put up with me in all of my 
accidental clumsiness is greatly appre-
ciated. I would also like to thank Abby 
Kitmacher, you convinced me to go to 
my first USY convention and I have 
loved it ever since. David Robertson, 
you have been an AMAZING CLUSY 
advisor this year and you too have 

played an important role in my life. I 
hope you continue being part of 
CLUSY...and I will see if maybe we 
can get you some cookies to make up 
for all the trouble we put you through. 
Thank you to all of my Hebrew school 
teachers, Mrs. Nesrsta, Mrs. Polt, Mrs. 
Nitsana, Jonathan, Mrs. Nurit, Mrs. 
Cynthia, Mrs. Paeglis, Mrs. Rosenthal, 
and all others which I have failed to 
name. The knowledge which all of you 
have given me from Pre-K through 9th 
grade will be used throughout my life-
time, not only in Judaism, but every 
day life as well. Rabbi. I don’t know in 
what way I can thank you enough for 
everything you have done for me. You 
have always been someone I have 
looked up to and you have always 
been there if I was ever stuck. From a 
young age you let us know you are 
there for us if ever needed and you 
make us memorize your phone num-

ber- of which I still know have used 
many times. You answer all of the 
questions I come up with about our 
religion. .even if some of them are kind 
of crazy and off the wall. During our 
bar and bat mitzvahs you teach us not 
only how to do a torah study for OUR 
portion, but teach us how to look into 
any portion and find the lesson, an-
other skill I have used several times. 
Through the year you have said that 
most of the time kids confirm and you 
never see them again. This is me tell-
ing you that it will not be the last time 
you see me. Not even close...but don’t 
try and look too sad about it. To every-
one in this room - those who know me 
and those who don’t. Thank you for 
coming tonight and sharing this mo-
ment with us. I’m sure most of you 
played a role, however big or small in 
at least one of our lives, and for that 
we thank you. 

(Ashleigh, continued from page 8) 
 

Confirmation speechesConfirmation speeches  

Douglas Coppock 
 
Hi, I’m Doug. Thank you all for be-

ing here tonight. You know a few years 
ago I was really excited to hear that 
confirmation was right around the cor-
ner. That would mean no more coming 
in on Wednesdays and Sundays. I 
would be free! But now that the end is 
finally here I am kind of sad to no 
longer be in class. So what is confir-
mation? Confirmation to me tells eve-
ryone that you are ready to make the 
commitment of pursuing your beliefs 
and keeping your faith alive. I believe I 
am ready to make that commitment, 
and I believe we all are.  

Judaism to me is more than just 
Stars of David, holidays, and keeping 
kosher. It is the knowledge that you 
carry with you for the eternity of life. 
That knowledge guides you through 
existence. Judaism teaches you to be 
kind towards everyone, even those 
who are not worthy of a persons kind-
ness. It teaches you to give to those 

who need it. And most importantly it 
teaches you to ask “why?” Judaism is 
one of the very few religions that allow 
a follower to ask the question why. 
What is the point of following a religion 
if you don’t understand it? Being able 
to question Judaism is what makes it 
great. It helps you to understand it bet-
ter. Nowadays you have a choice, to 
choose what you want to believe in. Of 
all the religions out there Judaism 
makes the most sense to me. Plus it 
has the best food but that’s beside the 
point. By being confirmed here tonight 
I am establishing that I believe in Juda-
ism and I will continue to follow its 
teachings.  

I would not be where I am today 
with out the help of a few great teach-
ers. Mrs. Nurit took time out of her 
busy schedule to help tutor me when-
ever I needed it, no matter what. Mrs. 
Nitzana was one of my most memora-
ble teachers and is someone I will 
never forget. Mrs. Nesrsta taught us all 
those fun songs about Judaism. Mrs. 

Rosenthal was our previous teacher 
who taught us all about Jewish history 
and kept us up to date with Jewish cur-
rent events. Mrs. Izygon was a won-
derful principal throughout my entire 
time here. And we can’t forget the 
most important person in the whole 
synagogue. Rabbi Federow taught us 
life lessons and put up with us the en-
tire year. Thank you all for getting us to 
where we are today.  

Lastly, as a young child I never 
thought much of Wednesday and Sun-
day school. I just thought it was some-
thing you were supposed to do. And I 
never actually took it seriously, which 
is something I regret a lot. My Hebrew 
is not where I would like it to be and 
my knowledge of Jewish history is vast 
but I feel as if I should know more. I 
hope when I get into to college I can 
pursue studying Jewish history and 
expand my Hebrew into a fluent lan-
guage. Thank you all for coming to-
night and Shabbat Shalom. 
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Confirmation speechesConfirmation speeches  
Ashton Hoffman 

 
Good Evening. Tonight is one of 

many milestones in a Jewish person’ s 
life, and in my opinion this is one ofthe 
most important. Why, you ask? Why 
not my Bar Mitzvah? Why not birth? 
Well, it’s very similar to birth. For me, 
this is a rebirth, into adulthood. Sure, 
with your Bar Mitzvah, you are techni-
cally a Jewish “man”, but I have grown 
in so many more ways since my Bar 
Mitzvah, that I feel I am now much 
more aware than I was 3 years ago.  

This all brings me to today, my 
Confirmation and exactly, what I’m 
confirming. I’m saying “yes” to my in-
dependence, not only in life, but in Ju-
daism as well. The knowledge that I 
don’t need to depend on someone else 
to be a part of the Jewish community. 
Be it, something as small as being able 
to drive myself to synagogue, or some-
thing as large as being aware of major 

contradictions in religious literature.  
As a young man, I was aware when 

people around me were being abused 
because maybe they were different in 
color of skin, faith, or handicaps, and I 
would almost always turn a blind- eye 
because I was afraid, or didn’t think it 
was any of my business. Now, thanks 
to Rabbi Federow, I feel that I have the 
independence to choose when, and 
how to support those who are being 
hurt. Based on the teachings of my 
faith, my religious education, and my 
upbringing, I confirm to speak up for 
those who are being ostracized. More 
importantly, I feel a renewed sense of 
strength to be able to stand with and 
support my faith, in this mostly Chris-
tian community.  

This past summer I had the incredi-
ble opportunity to go to Israel, and 
watch my sister participate in the 1 8th 
Maccabiah Games, or Jewish Olym-
pics. As a younger person, I was not 

able to fully comprehend the beauty or 
the incredible feeling of belonging that 
a I felt as I stepped out of the airplane. 
What people say is true! you really do 
feel at home. As an independent adult, 
I would further confirm to continue my 
Jewish education through literature 
and travel. I would like to visit Israel 
again, and perhaps through Birthright, 
or another means, visit those Euro-
pean countries where Jews were so 
persecuted during the Holocaust.  

Independence to me is new and 
exciting, it opens doors to places I’ve 
never even imagined, and I can only 
see it furthering my love and respect 
for the Jewish religion. I’d like to thank 
Sharon Rosenthal, Katie Izygon, and 
Rabbi Federow, for easing my way into 
the congregation, and making me feel 
comfortable. I’d like to thank my par-
ents for always supporting me, and last 
but not least I’d like to thank my class-
mates, for taking this journey with me. 

Jake Kornblau 
 

Tonight I, Jake Kornblau, am con-
firming Judaism as my religion. Now, 
this over simplification leads to the ob-
vious question of, “Well, what does 
Judaism mean to you?”. One of the 
great things about Judaism is that I 
feel that I will never be able to fully an-
swer that question. However, Judaism, 
to me at least, is composed of three 
separate aspects. There is the actual 
religion, the traditions seem intertwined 
with the holidays, and the self-
identification being Jewish has brought 
to me. As a religion, Judaism is the 
only religion out there that makes 
sense and, like a good leader, teaches 
by example.  

Some of the things about Judaism 
that I most love are the traditions. Eas-
ily the best tradition in Judaism is to 
ask questions. Asking question natu-
rally leads to answers and understand-
ing. (In multiple classrooms throughout 
middle school and high school, I have 
seen a poster with the words “Even 

Einstein asked questions”. Going as 
far back as I can remember, I have a 
memory of Rabbi Federow telling me, 
and the class, that it is perfectly okay 
for us to ask any question, even some-
thing as large as questioning if G-d 
even exists. Some of the other tradi-
tions of Judaism that make it a truly 
great religion are the emphasis on 
family, seen most often during Seders, 
and the morals that following the relig-
ion instills in all of us. Despite all ofthis, 
the self-identification that Judaism has 
brought me affects me most often in 
my daily life. Like a majority of Jewish-
Americans, when asked to identify my-
self, I would say Jewish first. The fact 
that there is only one other Jew in my 
grade level at my high school has al-
lowed me to know the unique individ-
ual that I am.  

My involvement in Judaism does 
not end here with my confirmation. I 
plan to continue to live a Jewish life by 
celebrating the holidays, coming to 
services when possible, and following 
mitzvoth’s, such as keeping kosher. I 

hope that in the future, I continue my 
Jewish studies to aid me in the never 
ending path of Jewish enlightenment. 
Additionally, I plan on one day going to 
visit Israel.  

I know that I could not be here with-
out the help of a countless number of 
people who have greatly aided me in 
my journey of Jewish enlightenment. 
First off, I would like to thank all of my 
Hebrew school teachers throughout 
the years, starting with Ms. Abbey in 
Pre-K when I was about (put arm right 
hand at hip-ish level as to indicate 
height) ye tall teaching us the Hebrew 
alphabet, ending this year with Rabbi 
Federow giving us an in-depth analysis 
into our Hebrew bible, and with Mrs. 
Kitmacher, Mrs. Polt, Ms. Paz, Johna-
than Lazerous, Nuriet, Nitzanah, Mrs. 
Paeglis, Mrs. Rosenthal in-between, 
Katy, and others who helped along the 
way. Lastly, I would like to thank my 
parents because, well, I wouldn’t ex-
actly be here without them, and for 
raising me in a Jewish lifestyle. 
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Shelby Lipschuetz 
 

Through the years I’ve been at 
Congregation Shaar Hashalom, the 
members of this congregation along 
with other influences, have molded and 
shaped the Jewish person I am now.  

My whole life I’ve been surrounded 
by mostly Christians, and me being the 
only Jewish person. This never both-

ered me; it only made me proud to 
share with everyone who I am. Jewish! 

What makes me most proud of who 
I am is my individualism as a Jew and 
the feeling of having stable faith in 
what I believe in. Honestly I believe 
being Jewish allows you freedom to 
set up your own guidelines while still 
following torah and keeping strong 
faith.  

With all these things I’ve learned 
from the wonderful teachers here, I 
plan to go to Israel as soon as I gradu-
ate and attend our weekly services as 
frequently as possible to keep Judaism 
in my life.  

Thank you to everyone, especially 
the Rabbi, my Oma and Opa, my par-
ents, and my brother Chris for all they 
have done. 

David Manusov 
 

For those of you who don’t know 
me hi I’m David. Today I confirm my 
Judaism/why I believe in Judaism. I am 
confirming my belief in one g-d and 
only one g-d. I am confirming that no 
other religion is right for me. I am con-
firming my belief in our torah and the 
Hebrew Scriptures I am confirming my 
belief in Judaism and no other religion. 

I believe in Judaism because it’s 
the only religion that makes any sense 
to me, from always having an explana-
tion to never being forced to be Jew-
ish. I like how I wasn’t forced to have a 
confirmation it was completely up to 
me, and how my bar mitzvah was com-
pletely up to me. I like how I can ex-
plain Judaism to my friends and how 
Judaism teaches us we can disagree 
with parts of the religion. I find it funny 

in other religions whenever you ask a 
question the answers just lead you in a 
circle. I like that in Judaism that does-
n’t happen. I like that I am the minority. 
I like that even though I don’t know the 
answer to every question that the rabbi 
can answer my questions. I like that I 
used to look up to Brandon, Scott, 
Mom, and Dad and now they look up 
to me. 

Thank you to the families: 
Lipschueltz, Calcote, Coppock, Hoff-
man, Kornblau, Newman, and Manu-
sov for setting up the confirmation 
ceremony. 

Thank you Robert Markowitz, pho-
tographer. 

Thank you for teaching me: My Pre-
.K teacher Mrs. Abby Levy, Kindergar-
ten teacher Mrs. Kitmacher, first grade 
teacher Mrs. Polt, second grade 
teacher Mrs. Paz, third grade teacher 

Mrs. Berezen, fourth grade teachers 
Mrs. Smien, Mrs. Gross, and Mr. Elliot, 
fifth grade Mr. Johnathon, sixth grade 
Mrs. Nitzanah and Mr. Bateman, sev-
enth grade Mrs. Nurit and Ms. Patty, 
eighth grade Mrs. Paeglis, ninth grade 
Mrs. Rosenthal, and tenth grade Rabbi 
Federow, and my principal Mrs.Izagon. 

And thank you, for coming. 
I will continue staying kosher. I will 

continue to some services. I will con-
tinue studying Judaism. I will continue 
my Jewish faith throughout my life. I 
will continue practicing Hebrew. I will 
take my Jewish Faith wherever I go 
throughout my life. I will continue 
teaching others more about Judaism. I 
will continue to believe in one g-d. I will 
put forth my Jewish beliefs with what-
ever I do. I will continue to defend and 
show my Jewish faith to everyone. 

Peri Newman 
 

My confirmation means a lot to me 
because I’ve always been surrounded 
by Judaism and the Jewish Commu-
nity, and this is like finally becoming a 
full Jewish adult. I must say, as a Bat 
Mitzvah I don’t think I was mature 
enough to be called an adult. But with 
a driver’s license and two years of high 
school under my belt, I think that I am 
ready to take on adulthood. Being an 
adult means taking on responsibilities 
and challenges. As I step farther into 
adulthood, I will show my commitment 
to the Jewish community by staying 
involved in Jewish activities. School, 
camp, and all the friends I’ve made 
over the years won’t just dry up after I 
leave this room tonight. The things I 
gained up to this point will stay with 

me. 
Continuing life as a Jew appeals to 

me mainly because it’s more than a set 
of religious ideals. It goes past the 
synagogue, and into almost every 
facet of my life. I was brought up in 
Jewish day schools and have been 
immersed in the culture since day one. 
The Jewish community of Houston is 
extremely connected. All my best 
friends I’ve met through Shlenker Ele-
mentary, Camp Young Judaea, Emery, 
or our synagogue. I can realistically 
guess that I’m acquainted with at least 
75% of the Jewish teenagers in the 
Bellaire area. It’s that kind of inclusion 
and family which makes me want to 
keep going back.  

I’d like to thank the people that 
helped me through the years, and 
were always there. My parents first off, 

I love yall. Grandma Newman, 
Grandpa Chuck, Granma bubbie, and 
Grandpa Hank; you four have always 
been the greatest and I love you guys. 
Thirdly, all the teachers I’ve ever had. 
As far as teachers from here, I’d like to 
thank Ms. Kitmacher, Ms. Polt, Ms. 
Berezen, Ms. Gross, Ms. Nitzanah, 
Ms. Cynthia, Mr. Jonathan, Ms Patty, 
Ms. Nurit, Ms. Paeglis, Ms. Rosenthal, 
and lastly Rabbi Federow. I’d also like 
to say my Judaics teacher from Emery, 
Mr. Gottesman, and my art teacher 
Ms. Pascal. I also want to say thanks 
to all my friends for being such great 
people; I can’t explain what you guys 
mean to me. And lastly, I want to thank 
the kids in my confirmation class for 
being like siblings. I’m going to miss 
class with yall so much. 
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TUESDAYS WITH THE 
RABBI 

 
Every Tuesday at noon, grab a 
dairy or vegetarian lunch for 
yourself and come to Shaar 
Hashalom for lunch with the 
Rabbi!  
 
We might solve the world's 
problems, we might just eat 
and schmooze or we might dis-
cuss a specific topic, but we 
will do it together! 

 

 
Order your fantastic New York Deli Bagels 

at  
www.shaarhashalom.org/bagels/ 
or e-mail helenejoe@comcast.net 

Future bagel sales: 
July 11, 2010 

The Bagel Corner 

        
Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls Do you have a Randalls         

shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?shopping card?        
 
 
 

If so, did you know that by linking your 
card to organization 2359, Randalls will 
donate a percentage of your purchase 

to Congregation Shaar Hashalom? 
 

If you haven’t done so, just tell the  
cashier to link your card to organization 
2359 and Randalls will help us meet our 

budget! 
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Congregation Shaar Hashalom 

16020 El Camino Real 

Houston, TX 77062-4414 
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281-488-5861 

www.shaarhashalom.org 

 


